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PARALYMPIC COMPETITION FORMAT 

Overview  

Para ice hockey follows the rules of the International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) with modifications. As in ice hockey, each 

team attempts to outscore their opponents by shooting the puck across the ice and into the opposing team’s goal while 

preventing the opposing team from scoring.  

Six players (including the goalkeeper) from each team are on the ice at one time. Instead of skates, players use double-blade 

sledges that allow the puck to pass beneath.  

Players use two sticks, which have a spike-end for pushing and a blade-end for shooting. Therefore, with a quick flip of the 

wrist, the players are able to propel themselves using the spikes and then play the puck using the blade-end of the sticks. A 

player may use two sticks with blades in order to facilitate stick handling and ambidextrous shooting.  

Para ice hockey games consist of three 15-minute periods. 

At Beijing 2022, Para ice hockey is a seven-team mixed tournament. 

Preliminary round 

All teams will participate in the preliminary round with each team allocated to one of two groups (A or B). Each team plays 

each other team in their group once in a round-robin format. The three highest-ranked teams from the world rankings will be 

in Group A and the remaining four will be in Group B. 

Points will be awarded on the following basis: 

 Three points for the winning team at the conclusion of regulation time. 

 Regulation draw: one point for both teams at the conclusion of regulation time if the game is tied 

 Overtime win: one additional point for the team winning the game in an overtime period, or the penalty shot shootout 

procedure as defined in the World Para Ice Hockey (WPIH) rulebook if the teams are still tied following the conclusion 

of the overtime period. 

 Regulation loss: no points for the team losing the game at the conclusion of regulation time. 

 

At the end of the preliminary round, the top two teams from group A will progress to the semifinals and the bottom team in 

group B will be ranked seventh. 

Playoff round 

The team finishing third in group A will play the team finishing third in group B in the first qualifying final. The teams finishing 

first and second in group B will play each other in the second qualifying final. The losers of these matches will progress to the 

playoff for fifth while the winners will progress to the semifinals to play the top two teams from group A. 

Semifinals 

The team finishing second in group A will play the winner of the first qualification final in semifinal 1. The team finishing first in 

group A will play the winner of the second qualification final in semifinal 2. The winners of the semifinals will progress to the 

gold-medal game while the losers will progress to the bronze-medal game. 

Tiebreaks 

If a preliminary-round game is tied at the end of regulation time, a five-minute overtime period shall be played immediately 

after an intermission of three minutes. The teams will defend the same goals as in the third period. The game will end when 

the five minutes has expired or when a goal is scored; the scoring team will be declared the winner. If no goal is scored in the 
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overtime period then the penalty shot shootout procedure will apply. Overtime periods shall be played with each team at the 

numerical strength of four skaters and one goalkeeper. 

If a playoff game, a semifinal or the bronze-medal game is tied at the end of regulation time, a 10-minute overtime period shall 

be played immediately following the completion of an intermission of three minutes. The teams will defend the same goals as 

in the third period. The game will end when the 10 minutes has expired or when a goal is scored; the scoring team will be 

declared the winner. If no goal is scored in the overtime period the penalty shot shootout procedure will apply. Overtime 

periods shall be played with each team at the numerical strength of four skaters and one goalkeeper. 

If the gold-medal final game is tied at the end of regulation time, a 15-minute overtime period shall be played immediately 

following the completion of a 15-minute intermission during which the ice will be resurfaced. The teams will change ends for 

the overtime period. The puck will be faced off at centre ice. The game will end when the 15 minutes has expired or when a 

goal is scored; the scoring team will be declared the winner. If no goal is scored in the overtime period then the penalty shot 

shootout procedure will apply. Overtime periods shall be played with each team at the numerical strength of four skaters and 

one goalkeeper. 

For handling ties (same win/loss record) at the end of the round robin (refer to World Para Ice Hockey Regulation 8.3). 

Video goal judge system 

The video replay system available to the video goal judge must be equivalent to the Olympic or IIHF standards and approved 

by the World Para Ice Hockey Sport Technical Committee at least five days prior to the first day of competition (refer to World 

Para Ice Hockey Regulations 11.8). 

Participation references 

Expected number of athletes: maximum 126. 

Expected number of teams: seven, normally with 17 or 18 players per team depending upon female participation. 

DIFFERENCES FROM PYEONGCHANG 2018 PARALYMPIC GAMES 

The structure of the groups in the preliminary round is different for Beijing 2022. 

DIFFERENCES FROM OLYMPIC GAMES 

 Para ice hockey is a mixed tournament. The Olympic Games features separate tournaments for men and women. 

 Paralympic team sizes are 15 players (or 16 depending on female participation) and two goalkeepers. Olympic hockey 

teams are 22 skaters and three goalkeepers for men and 20 skaters and 3 goalkeepers for women. 

 Olympic competition for men includes qualification and quarterfinal games. 

 Olympic competition for women includes quarterfinal games. 

 Olympic ice hockey uses two referees and two linespersons. Para ice hockey uses one referee and two linespersons. 

 Para ice hockey has one timeout per team for 60 seconds. 

 Para ice hockey has 15-minute periods rather than the Olympic Games’ 20-minute periods. 

 The following Olympic ice hockey offences are not valid for Para ice hockey: kicking, kneeing 

 Teeing is applicable only in Para ice hockey. 

 For penalty shot shootouts in Paralympic competition, teams start with three shots each before proceeding with 

alternate team shots if still tied. At the Olympic Games teams commence the penalty shot shootout with five shots 

team before proceeding with alternate team shots if still tied. 

 Players in Para ice hockey use a sledge rather than skates. 

 Players in Para ice hockey use two hockey sticks which are much smaller than the sticks used in Olympic ice hockey. 

These sticks also have ‘picks’ on the butt end which are used for propulsion. 
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Equipment regulations  

Protective gear 

Because of the physical nature of the game, all players are required to wear a helmet with a full cage or mask. Players are 

also encouraged to wear protective padding, including shoulder pads, shin guards, elbow pads and large padded gloves. In 

addition, the goalkeeper wears leg pads, large shoulder pads, a helmet with a cage, a catcher glove and blocker glove to 

protect the athlete from pucks flying up to 100 km/h. 

Puck 

Made of vulcanised rubber or other approved material, the puck is 2.5cm thick, with a diameter of 7.6cm and weighs 156g to 

170g. 

Sledge 

Made of aluminium, steel, titanium and magnesium, sledges are 80cm minimum in length with a curved front end and a bucket 

seat. The sledge is set on two blades, which are usually made of tempered steel and are each 3mm thick. The puck must be 

able to pass underneath the sledge. The height of the main frame must be between 8.5cm and 9.5cm above the ice, and the 

length of the blades must be between 16cm and 32cm. The sledge may be equipped with a backrest but it must not protrude 

laterally beyond the armpits when the player is properly seated. Straps secure a player's feet, ankles, knees and hips to the 

sledge. 

Stick 

In Para ice hockey, players use two sticks with a curved blade at one end (for puck handling and ambidextrous shooting) and 

a pick at the other end. Each stick has a maximum length of 1m and is made of carbon fibre or fibreglass. The blade has a 

maximum length of 32cm, except for the goaltender’s blade, which has a maximum length of 39cm. The pick end of the stick 

must not damage the ice surface or inadvertently puncture or slash other players, so the following rules apply: 

 No part of the pick or teeth may come to a sharp point. 

 The pick must not extend more than 1cm anywhere beyond the stick. 

 The pick must have at least six teeth, each with a maximum length of 4mm. 

 The goaltender may have an additional pick at the base end of his stick. 
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 Function Name Organisation 

 

 Voting Members:   

 Chairperson: ANDERSSON Peter SWE - Sweden 

 Member: BRENNAN Dan USA - United States of America 

 DRAB Miroslav SVK - Slovakia 

 HAN Min Su KOR - Republic of Korea 

 KRAKOVICOVA Jaroslava CZE - Czech Republic 

 LONGHI Andrea ITA - Italy 

 NAN Tang CHN - People’s Republic of China 

 STARKMAN Marshall CAN - Canada 

 Beijing 2022: DUAN Jufang CHN - People’s Republic of China 

   

 Non-voting Members:   

 Assistant Technical Delegate: BAUMGARTNER Gregor AUT - Austria 

 Sport Manager: LAFLAMME Michelle CAN - Canada 

 Official Supervisor: BOESE Paul CAN - Canada 

 Medical Supervisor: van BEMMEL Mia CAN - Canada 

 Directorate Officer: POYNTON Emma AUS - Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Directorate 
竞赛委员会 

 As of THU 3 MAR 2022  

Note: 
Directorate data may be updated until start of competition. 
 
 

REVISED 
3 MAR 17:50 

Report updated due to IPC decision to decline entries from RPC and BLR 
REVISED 
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 Function Name Organisation 

 

 On-Ice Officials:   

 Referee: DANIELSEN Kenneth NOR - Norway 

 ESPOSITO Bobby USA - United States of America 

 GRUMSEN Jacob DEN - Denmark 

 LUTHCKE Owe NOR - Norway 

 WEBINGER Kevin CAN - Canada 

   

 Linesperson: BEELEN Louis NED - Netherlands 

 FAZEKAS Tibor SRB - Serbia 

 FERGENBAUM Matt CAN - Canada 

 LUNDEN Andreas SWE - Sweden 

 NOTHEGGER David AUT - Austria 

 RUNDSTROM Tony SWE - Sweden 

 VANEK Jan CZE - Czech Republic 

   

 Off-Ice Officials:   

 Official Scorekeeper: MA Xiangrui  CHN - People’s Republic of China 

 ZHANG Qiuming CHN - People’s Republic of China 

   

 Official Timekeeper: CHANG Minglin CHN - People’s Republic of China 

 DING Shuai CHN - People’s Republic of China 

 LIU Liang CHN - People’s Republic of China 

 NA Mengyuan CHN - People’s Republic of China 

   

 Supervisors: BOESE Paul CAN - Canada 

   

 Video Goal Judge: ROETHLISBERGER Brad USA - United States of America 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Competition Officials 
竞赛官员 

 As of TUE 1 MAR 2022  

Note: 
Officials data may be updated until start of competition. 
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 Position Name NPC Code 

Media All Stars: Goalkeeper LEE Jen USA - United States 

    

 Defender McGREGOR Tyler CAN - Canada 

  PAULS Josh USA - United States 

    

 Forward FARMER Declan USA - United States 

  BRIDGES Billy CAN - Canada 

  SHEN Yifeng CHN - China 

    

Most Valuable Player: Forward FARMER Declan USA - United States 

Media All Stars and Most Valuable Player 
媒体评选全明星和最具价值队员 

As of SUN 13 MAR 2022  





  Official Communication 
  官方公告 
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Item: 1 

Competition Format Change 

Due to the IPC Governing Board decision to decline entries from RPC, the competition format of the para ice hockey open 

team tournament has been modified. Group A will consist of the top 3 teams. Group B will remain the same. This will affect 

the number of games in the preliminary round and the pairings for the playoffs round. Qualification Game 7-8 will not be 

played. 

 

Issued by: Technical Delegate This decision affects: Results  

Time: 20:49  Schedule X 

Date: 3 MAR 2022  Other  
12 
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